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GENERAL INFORMATION

Site Name

Bishop Middleham Wildlife Garden
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Plan 1: Location of Bishop Middleham Wildlife Garden

Grid Reference
NZ 328313

Designations

Local Nature Reserve (LNR) declared 2003

Land tenure

Freehold (Bishop Middleham Parish Council)
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Size of Site

0.8 Hectares

Agreements

Management carried out under Local Nature Reserve status with advice from Natural
England.

Site Plans

Site Boundary
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SITE DESCRIPTION

General Description

Bishop Middleham Wildlife garden lies to the south of Bishop Middleham village in a
low-lying valley part of a leisure facility called the park. The nature reserve boundary
to the north is situated adjacent to St Michael& Church with the play grounds and
football pitch to the east.

The site lies within the a very important natural character area the Durham
Magnesium Limestone Grassland Plateau
(http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/8308038?category=587130 a
series of diverse wetlands and pasture system surrounding the village attracting an
important community of flora and fauna.

The site has developed into a mature biodiverse site consisting of small areas of
mixed woodland, small areas of standing open water, phragmites reed bed and fen
carr surrounded by a gentle steepening gradient towards the outer edges of
wildflower meadow and grassland vegetation. Due to the history of the area the land
has a mixed soil type dominated by sandy loam and peat with some water holding
capacity. The site has scattered trees around the perimeter consisting of Willow,
Silver Birch, Black Poplar, Alder and a range of shrubsmany have recently planted.
Wooden boardwalks extend out over the standing water, marsh and fen carr areas
with a fibredec footpath running from the main entrance east to west.

History

The site was previously an allotment, but flooding caused an abandonment of the
area. More recently, the site was converted into a wildlife garden for residents and
the general public.

Utilities

No utilities are found on site.

Past Management

From around 2003 the site management was to maintain access, manage the marsh
and wildflower meadow with an annual cutting regime. Maintenance of the woodland
and scrub areas. The surface of the easy access path which starts at the car park
entrance has been treated twice annually with glyphosate herbicide to control
emergent plant growth through the fibredec surface. The amenity grassland at the
picnic area has been regularly cut.
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HABITATS, FLORA AND FAUNA

HABITATS

Phase 1 Habitat Survey

A full Phase 1 habitat survey has been carried out; it is recommended that further
survey work is undertaken at a suitable time of the year to gain further information on
species present on the site.

Bird Survey

A bird survey was carried out during October 2017 to February 2018. One visit per
month was carried out to give best coverage of species utilising the site however it
would be recommended to carry out a breeding survey when possible. Records were

also received from Durham Bird Club covering the period from 2010 to 2017.

3.1.1 Woodland

The woodland on the site comprises mainly of planted trees on the southern and
eastern boundary dominated by willow, birch and poplar. Two large mature
sycamores are found on the south eastern edge of the reserve which dominate this




3.1.2 Amenity Grassland

The only amenity grassland on the reserve is a small grassed picnic area found in
the north-west corner of the site, left of the main entrance to the site from the car
park.

3.1.3 Conservation Grassland

There are two large areas of conservation neutral and wet grassland which are
dissected by a boardwalk adjacent to the marsh to the west of the site
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3.1.4 Running Water

Running water was found during heavy rainfall. Water was found to be flowing in
from the north east of the site under the boardwalk.
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3.1.5 Marsh-Fen

The marsh and fen carr areas consist of a mix of willow, phragmites reed, sedge,
rush and open water.



